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Explore Portugal’s Douro Valley This Autumn with Emerald Cruises 

Two additional sailing dates on this UNESCO world heritage site 

extend cruise season through November 

 

Hollywood, FL (May 2023) – Portugal’s Douro River valley is one of Europe’s most spectacular river 

cruise regions, especially in autumn when the surrounding hills show off in hues of green and gold. To 

ensure guests can experience Portugal’s autumn magic and temperate climate, Emerald Cruises has 

extended their Douro sailing season with two additional sailing dates—November 18 and 25, 2023—of 

their popular eight-day Secrets of the Douro itinerary aboard Emerald Radiance. 

 

Visiting the UNESCO World Heritage listed Douro Valley puts travelers in the heart of Portugal’s wine 

country. Most of the region's vineyards stand upon the steep hillsides along the Douro River, Europe’s 

first region legally designated to produce Port, providing a stunning backdrop for river cruisers. Guests 

on Emerald Radiance can uncover the history of Port and other national varietals through an array of 

tours and activities, including a guided active walk and tasting at the beautiful Quinta do Tedo vineyards, 

an environmentally sound 18th-century estate creating organic produce using traditional viticulture 

methods. In Régua—a town instrumental in Portugal’s winemaking industry for centuries—a relaxed 

dinner at rural wine estate, Quinta da Pacheca, provides a uniquely local experience, while a Port wine 

cocktail-making class onboard introduces guests to novel ways to savor the region’s most popular 

beverage. 

 

Vinho Verde—a popular Portuguese varietal that literally translates to “green wine”— grows in the 

coastal wine region of the same name. Guests looking to learn more can visit Quinta da Aveleda, a 

historic estate that produced one of the first wines in what was to become an iconic region. A 

DiscoverMORE tour here treats guests to an inside look at the estate, where extensive gardens and parks 

provide the perfect backdrop for wine tasting. 

 



 

When visiting the Douro Valley in fall, guests will find also they can avoid the crowds in eclectic Porto, a 

city best seen by foot, wandering winding streets to take in historic architecture, sample the local cuisine 

and climb to a high vista for view of the river and ocean below. With Emerald Radiance’s dock located on 

the Porto side of the river, exploring the city’s key sights is especially easy. For those looking to see 

more, a guided bike tour from Porto to the Atlantic Ocean provides incredible scenery and the opportunity 

to keep active while on vacation. 

 

Guests booking their 2023 Douro River sailing by June 30 will receive two-for-one fares, with pricing 

starting at $4,195 per person based on double occupancy for the November 18 and 25 departures. Guests 

who pay in full within 30 days of booking will receive free economy or premium economy air, or up to 

$3,000 per cabin in savings, depending on cabin category booked.  

 

Emerald Cruises offers a diverse lineup of river and yacht cruises on three continents. Emerald Azzurra, 

the line’s first ocean-going vessel which debuted in March 2022, is a 100-guest, luxury yacht sailing the 

warm waters of the Mediterranean, Adriatic and Red Seas, and new for the 2023/2024 season, the 

Caribbean and Central America. In November 2022, Emerald Azzurra was named Best New Luxury Ship 

in Cruise Critic’s 2022 Editors’ Picks Awards. Emerald Sakara, the brand’s second luxury yacht, 

launches in 2023. On the rivers, Emerald Cruises sails eight branded Star-Ships in Europe and one on the 

Mekong. The brand offers innovatively-designed ships, outstanding service and a focus on active shore 

excursions and onboard wellness offerings through their signature EmeraldACTIVE program. Emerald 

Cruises is part of Scenic Group, which includes Scenic Luxury Cruises & Tours, Mayflower Cruises & 

Tours and Evergreen Tours in Australia. 

 

Emerald Cruises can be found on Twitter at @emerald_cruises, on Facebook as EmeraldCruisesGlobal 

and on Instagram as @EmeraldCruises.global. 

Additional information can be found by contacting your local travel advisor; on Emerald Cruises’ 

website, www.emeraldcruises.com; or by calling the consumer/travel agent reservations line at 844-428-

8389. Digital brochure downloads are available on the website. 
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